
By early 1999, God had already grown this 
Christian faith community in Milford for 360 
years as the people worked together seeking 
God’s kingdom. 
 
By then, this church founded Milford; 
negotiated and co-existed with the Paugusett Na-

tive Americans;  
lived under colonial rule;  
broke apart into First Church and Plymouth 

Church in 1741 during the Great Awakening; 
participated in the American Revolution; 
witnessed Connecticut’s eventual separation of 

church and state; 
built the current Meetinghouse;  
experienced the Civil War, the advent of electric-

ity and indoor plumbing;  
added to the Meetinghouse building;  
installed an organ;  
lost sons in two World Wars; 
reunited with Plymouth church;  
added staff positions such as an Associate Pastor 

and Christian Education director; 
rearranged the Sanctuary; 
joined the United Church of Christ;  
Dealt with the sexual revolution and Vietnam;  
created the Emma Davis Medical Equipment 

Ministry and Sojourner’s Haven transitional 
apartment; 

started using computers to do office work; 
and had two long pastorates in the second half of 

the twentieth century 
and an interim Senior Pastor serve while the 

church prepare to call its next settled senior 
pastor. 

 
By January 1999, the staff consisted of Interim 

Senior Pastor Susan DiSimone; Secretary Ruth 
Songhurst; Christian Education Minister Heather 
Arcovitch; Music Director John Abdenour; Asso-
ciate Pastor Paul Goodman; and sexton Roger 
Brockett (who was relatively new to the position, 
having at that point only served for 22 years!). 

In early 1999, I was finishing my first of three 
years of seminary; Ashley was finishing her col-
lege program at the University of Georgia (we 
hadn’t met yet); Phyllis worked at St. Peter’s 
church down the street; Jay was finishing his first 
year of college; and many of us had not yet be-
come active in the ministries of the First United 
Church of Christ. 

By 1999, Peter Prudden and Milford’s first set-
tlers had planted this faith community, and many 
other laypeople and clergy had watered and 
tended to it over the years, decades and centuries; 
but as always, God gave the growth.  For nothing 
is possible here or anywhere without God’s love 
and grace created through Jesus Christ. 

+++ 
By early 1999, Bill Barry and the rest of the 

search committee had recommended as settled 
Senior Pastor one Rev. Dr. James P. Tudesco, and 
after a candidating sermon one Sunday morning, 
the congregation voted to call him to the long-
standing ministry and leadership position.  In 
March, Jim and Sherrie arrived, and Jim, who is 
not only a pastor but also a gardener, brought with 
him a watering can for his future gardens in the 
back parsonage yard.  Which is appropriate, be-
cause Jim was called by God and this congrega-
tion to be the latest spiritual watering can in a 
long line of spiritual watering cans, to help pour 
out the Holy Spirit upon this people in this place.  
Jim has watered alongside us and by God’s grace 
this people has grown in spirit over the last 14 
years. 

If this church was a plant, then in 1999 I don’t 
think it was in bad shape, but from what I’ve been 
told it needed a green thumb to prune and reha-
bilitate some things.  The story goes that when 
Jim interviewed here, he looked around the 
church and said, “This needs a new paint job; that 
needs to be checked; oooh, that doesn’t look 
good.”  It was just before Jim’s arrival that a 
cracked beams had been discovered in the steeple 
which could eventually break and bring the whole 
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thing down.  With the steeple in danger of wilt-
ing, it needed some TLC.  Jim was instrumental 
in motivating this church to move forward and to 
find qualified people to fix the steeple.  Jim also 
possessed the vision to help make sure that the 
Sunday School rooms, which were suffering from 
deferred maintenance and the humid and damp 
conditions underground, were revitalized.  I think 
it was Jim’s idea to paint the halls brightly down-
stairs, too.  Jim recognized the need both to at-
tend to the top of the plant, but also its roots, the 
roots of the building, and the roots in the form of 
its youngest members, and their experience in 
Sunday school from their first years here.  By 
overseeing the New Century Capital Campaign 
Jim helped the church stand more proudly as a 
testament to our faith. 

At the time this congregation was also suffer-
ing from a Sunday morning parking shortage, es-
pecially as more and more members lived far 
enough away or had aged so that they couldn’t 
walk here.  Jim help guide this community 
through the process of selling our church’s his-
toric silver, silver which was stuck in a safety de-
posit box unless we paid high insurance premi-
ums and had guards secure whenever we showed 
them off.  Jim took some heat for advocating for 
the sale of the silver.  But with the $900,000 the 
silver fetched at a Sotheby’s auction, the Trustees 
and Rev. Jim were able to lead the church to pur-
chase two houses, tear them down and construct 
our 70-space parking lot in 2003.  In the last ten 
years we have used that lot for over 500 Sunday 
worship services, over 100 weddings, scores of 
funerals, and many other special events.  I cannot 
imagine what this church would look like if we 
didn’t have that lot to make sure that disabled and 
elderly members could have as short a walk as 
possible to church, to make sure that families 
with young children didn’t have to cross West 
Main Street or walk the extra 200 or 300 yards to 
come inside.  It seems like a little thing, but it’s 
been huge.  Just ask anybody who came here in 
the last ten years after church shopping in person 
or online.  Jim worked together with this congre-
gation to help us plant a parking lot and therefore 
plant an extra welcome to long-time members 
and would-be members alike.  But as I’m sure 

Jim would tell you, it was God who gave the 
growth. 

When I was searching for a call as an Associ-
ate Pastor in 2001, I have to admit that several 
churches were pursuing me: for some reason they 
were optimistic about what an energetic 25-year-
old might be able to do straight out of seminary.  
When I was interviewing in Milford, I met with 
Jim for the first time in the cozy Senior Pastor’s 
office, and from that conversation determined—
this guy’s pretty frank about things; and also, 
he’s someone I could be comfortable working 
with; not inaccessible or absent from the church 
like some ministers, but not a helicopter Senior 
Pastor either, not likely to hover over me as I 
work.  He was willing to trust me as a pastor.  I 
turned down a couple other job offers and came 
here.  And Jim and I have been working together 
ever since, knowing though that as always, we 
may be watering together, but God gives the 
growth. 

+++ 
In late January 2006, Sue Palmer called me one 

early Thursday morning to tell me that Jim had 
been hit by a pick-up truck as he walked to the 7 
AM Bible study and that his head hit the pave-
ment really hard.  After I came over to the church 
and Jim’s Bible students and I tried to calm each 
other down, I drove to Yale-New Haven Hospi-
tal; when I found Jim and Sherrie in the ER, they 
were much more composed than I was, despite 
Jim having sustained a substantial concussion.  It 
took a while for Jim to recover, but he did; I re-
member how happy he was that March to turn 
60!  Thank you, God, that you kept giving Jim 
the opportunity to grow in age past 60! 

+++ 
I chuckle to myself whenever people point out 

how different Jim’s and my preaching styles are.  
I’m glad we’re different, because it’s not easy 
being one person preaching to a congregation of 
250 people every week, and by having more than 
one preacher, with different styles, we engage 
different people in different ways each week.  
Our watering cans may look different, but the 
water’s the same, and it’s God who gives the 
growth. 

A few years ago I preached a Confirmation 
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Sunday sermon on how none of us is irreplace-
able in the church.  You told me, Jim, you were 
glad to hear me say that, because you agreed that 
nothing is impossible with God and that it’s not 
about us as individuals but about God’s people 
trusting God’s will.  Paul planted; Apollos wa-
tered; God gave the growth.  Well, the church 
will be coming to grips in the near future with the 
fact that nobody is irreplaceable—not you, Jim; 
not me; not any of us—because we’ll be moving 
on without you here.   

Like you and I have said to each other, we’ve 
been burying folks from the “Greatest Genera-
tion” for some time now, but we both have faith 
that there is no “greatest” generation, but simply 
that God moves each emerging generation to 
serve in ways that meet the needs of their day.  
And that prayer is especially relevant as we pre-
pare to bid you farewell.   

Jim—in the 374 years this church has existed 
in Milford, never have two pastors served to-
gether as long as we have—almost 11 ½ years!  
Add Ashley into the mix as a third clergy here for 
the last 6 years, and the continuity of clergy (and 
of the congregation who has called us) is even 
more notable.  We as a church are living proof of 
Paul’s words that we as the church are “God’s 
servants, working together”—not looking for 
people to be on one side or another but for people 
to grow in God’s love which we experience 
through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit in the 
church today, poured out by you, Jim, and by me, 
but more importantly by the people gathered here 
this morning and those who have gathered here 
for the many Sundays and generations before.   

Can you believe, Jim, that in this day and age, 
people honor us by listening to us jabber on for 
15 minutes at a clip?  Can you believe that once 
in a while a phrase or an idea we utter actually 
touches someone so that they will say that they 
heard God’s word through us?  Can you believe 
the number of people who have joined this 
church over the last 14 years, taking on leader-
ship roles?  I would count 2 deacon chairs, stew-
ardship chairs, some Christian education chair-
people, a Trustees chair (if you count John Tor-

ento as new!) and vice-chair, many committee 
members, choir members, Sunday school teach-
ers, youth groups advisors, volunteers, and sim-
ply people who worship here on a regular basis. 

I mean, stand up out there if you have become 
active in this church since 1999.  What a great 
testament it is to Jim to see those who have been 
called into the life of this faith community during 
Jim’s tenure. 

+++ 
Jim—to borrow from 2 Timothy 4—as for 

you, you have been pouring out the Holy Spirit 
here for 14 years, and the time of your departure 
from Milford has almost come.  You have fought 
the good fight, come to the home stretch of this 
leg in the race, and you have kept the faith.  I 
have faith that you can reserve the crown of 
righteousness for that day, when the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will hand out such crowns, not 
only to you but also to all who have longed for 
his appearing.   

I believe that you are not hanging up your wa-
tering can of Christian ministry, but instead 
you’re giving yourself the opportunity to grow in 
new ways with Sherrie and your family, to con-
centrate more on other vocations, and to take 
some retirement victory laps as long as the good 
Lord lets you.  My father, who is here today, has 
been retired from the ministry for 6 years now—
he can tell you all about enjoying retirement! 

I think I can safely say that I will never have a 
boss for as long as you have been my boss—
okay, except for my parents, and that Jewish car-
penter, what’s his name?—but those are differ-
ent.  Thank you Jim for your guidance and minis-
try to me and Ashley; thanks for faithfully serv-
ing First Church for the last 14 years. We can 
pray that God will continue to grow this people 
long after you, Ashley, I and all of us are gone.   

As a church we have been watering and work-
ing together, but God is the one who grows in 
beauty and grace, in the name of Jesus Christ, the 
light of our lives who unites us and grows us in 
common purpose and a common salvation.  
Amen. 
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